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minima from tlie mean period is 2*030 years. The paper con¬ 
tains a list of the MSS. and printed records which Dr. Wolf has 
consulted in compiling the above table and curve, and shortly 
explains the methods he has adopted in reducing the observations 
of so many observers to the same tabular form. 

Most of the information given in the paper has already been 
published in German in the pages of the Astronomische Mit - 
theilungen , but the Council hope that the astronomical public 
will welcome Dr. Wolfs important results in a more concise and 
accessible form than they have hitherto appeared. 

In the numbers of the Monthly Notices published during the 
past year many valuable papers have appeared, amongst which 
will be noticed several communications from foreign astronomers. 


Retirement of Treasurer . 

The Council desire to express their regret that Mr. S. C. 
Whitbread should have been compelled by ill health to resign 
the office of Treasurer, which he has held for the last twenty 
years so much to the advantage of the Society. The Council 
have expressed to Mr. Whitbread their sense of the value of the 
services that he has rendered to the Society,- and their sym¬ 
pathy with him in his enforced retirement from the office of 
Treasurer. 


Obituary. 

The Council regret that they have to record the loss by death 
of the following Fellows and Associates during the past year:— 

Fellows :—Rev. EL A. S. Atwood. 

Sir Edward Belcher. 

J. W. Bosanquet. 

J. S. Bowerbank. 

0 . G. Downes. 

J. L. Ken worthy. 

Captain H. O’Reilly. 

Rev. W. L. Onslow. 

W. J. Rideout. 

Rev. F. W. Russell. 

W. H. Fox Talbot. 

Associates :—Dr. C. Bremiker. 

Dr. E. Heis. 

U. J. J. Le Verrier. 

Prof. K. von Littrow. 

Prof. G. Santini. 
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The Rev. Henry Adams Sergison Atwood was born on January 
$13, 1800, in the parish of St. Margaret’s, Westminster, where 
Uiis father, who died young, was curate. His father was a grand¬ 
son of the Rev. George Atwood, Archdeacon of Taunton, and 
;Siephew of George Atwood, Fellow and Tutor of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, who invented the well-known contrivance called 
"Atwood’s machine, which is still used for lecture-room experi¬ 
ments to demonstrate the laws of uniformly accelerated motion. 
Henry Adams Sergison Atwood was entered at Queen’s College, 
Oxford. He took his M. A. degree in 1824, and shortly afterwards, 
having obtained orders, he became curate first of Banbury and 
then of Kenilworth. In 1839 he was collated to the rectory of 
Ashelworth, in the county of Gloucester, where, in addition to 
the duties of his parish, he devoted himself most successfully to 
tuition. Several of his pupils have since taken distinguished 
positions in the political world. In 1827 he was elected a Fellow 
of the Astronomical Society, and, consequently, at the time of 
his death he was one of the oldest Fellows of the Society. He 
was always devotedly attached to the study of astronomy, though 
his many duties prevented him from indulging his tastes, as he 
no doubt would have done if he had been less occupied with his 
parish and his pupils. In i860 he accompanied the expedition 
which was sent out in H.M.S. Himalaya to observe the total 
eclipse of the Sun in Spain. At the time of totality Mr*. Atwood 
was stationed, together with Mr. Francis Galton and Mr. Gray, 
on a tower outside the little town of La Guardia, near Logrono, 
from which they had an excellent view of the surrounding country. 
It had been arranged that Mr. Atwood should devote himself to 
meteorological observations, but he also found time to observe 
the changes of tint upon the clouds and sky as the shadow 
advanced. During totality he observed the positions of several 
of the red prominences through a small telescope, and scrutinised 
the structure of the corona. Immediately after totality was 
over he was fortunate in observing the rays from the cusps of 
the thin solar crescent which have only been seen and described 
by a few other observers. An account of his observation is given 
in vol. xli. of the Memoirs. Mr. Atwood died on June 22, 1877. 


Admiral Sir Edward Belcher, K.C.B., was born in the year 
1800. His great grandfather, Jonathan Belcher, was Governor of 
Massachusetts before the War of Independence, and his grand¬ 
father, also named Jonathan Belcher, was chief justice of Nova 
Scotia. Edward Belcher first brought himself into public 
notice when a lieutenant on board the surveying ship Blossom. 
In a voyage which lasted nearly four years he visited and 
assisted materially in fixing the Astronomical positions of 
various islands, and expunged from the charts many supposed 
dangers which the uncertainties of longitude had repeated in 
several positions, and which had till then proved a source of 
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